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District No. 2—There were three terms of this school 
this year, owing to illness among the scholars. The first, 
two terms, of eight weeks each, are embraced in the report 
usually made for the Summer term. The school was kept 
the first term by Miss Elsina D. Rice, who was unable to cope 
successfully with the many difficulties which this school 
presents, though we feel sure that she endeavored to do her 
duty. For the remainder of the year Miss R. Marion Al- 
bee was employed, whose experience gained in this school 
enabled her to fulfil her task much more acceptably, as much 
so, perhaps, as could have been expected, taking into con- 
sideration the character of the school. We would refer 
those interested in this district to the Register, and particu- 
larly to the number of those tardy and absent, as a sufficient 
cause for want of success. We must admit, however, that 
some of these marks are chargeable to whooping-cough. 


No, 3.—The Summer School was taught by Miss C. B. 
Ellis, a faithful, eficient and thorough teacher. ‘The ap- 
pearance of the school was very satisfactory. Winter.—Mr. 
H. Woodward, the teacher, was well fitted for his place, and 
kept a good school. , 


No. 4—was taught by Miss E. A. Kingsbury during the 
Summer, and during the Winter by Mr. J. Livingston Green. 
Both teachers seemed to have succeeded in interesting the 
scholars,—one of the first requisites for success. The schol- 
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ars have uniformly presented a good appearance, both as re- 
gards deportment, and advancement in their studies. 


No. 5.—This school was taught, both in Summer and 
Winter, by Miss Martha Church. ‘The school was very 
small, and there was nothing very marked in its character. 
It seemed to have progressed pleasantly. 


No. 6.—In Summer Miss Rosella E. Fay made her first 
attempt in teaching, and succeeded well. All the scholars 
recited promptly ee correctly. Winter.—Miss Carrie O. 
Mason teacher. Here again we founda good school. ‘The 
“teacher was competent and faithful, and 1s scholars ap- 
peared well. 


No. 7.—There was no school in Summer. In Winter 
Miss Mary F. Proctor taught. At the opening we were 
pleased with the prospect for the term. But owing to the 
insuperable snow-drifts it was not visited at the close, and 
we cannot speak of results. 


No. 8.—An unusual amount of illness retarded the pro- 
eress of this school, which was closed for a short time in’ 
the Summer. ‘The Teachers, Miss Emily J. Merriam during 
the Summer, and Mr. Ellery R. Merriam during the Win- 
ter, have, we think, exerted themselves and succeeded in 
most respects, but have both failed in preserving that good 
order so necessary to the success of any school; without 
which quality a school can hardly be considered to be well 
kept. 


No. 9.—Summer term taught by Miss Emma J.-Mason. 
‘The school was interrupted by sickness of the teacher, which, 
probably, was ‘unfavorable for its interests ; and at our visit, 
on the last day but one of the term, we found but few of 
the scholars present. Consequently we cannot speak posi- 
tively of the progress made, but the fact of go many being 
absent was presumptive evidence that the school had not 
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accomplished all it should. ‘Phe Winter School was taught 
by Miss Lodusky M. Rugg. This term did not progress sat- 
 isfactorily. At its commencement we did not see any ap- 
pearance of disorder, but near the middle of the school, we 
heard complaints, and on visiting it, found a lack ef proper 
order and discipline; but as Miss Rugg appeared disposed 
to labor faithfully for the advancement of the scholars, and 
as the recitations and progress of classes were pretty good, 
we thought best to allow her to go on with the school, and 
requested her to enforce a more rigorous discipline. After- 
wards we visited the school and found there had been im- 
provement in order, although not so much as should have 
been. Less than two weeks before the close of the school, 
a petition signed by a minority of the legal voters was pre- 
sented, asking the dismissal of the teacher; but taking all 
the circumstances in consideration, we concluded the term 
might as well be continued. We think the teacher was not 
firm enough in enforcing her authority, which lack of firm- 
‘ness arose, in part perhaps, from the want of sympathy and 
support from the parents. But wethink the teacher is enti- 
tled to the credit of trying to do all she could to promote 
the interests of the school, and considerable advancement 
was made in the studies. 


No. 10.—Miss Nettie R. Burnham taught the Summer 
term, and Miss Augusta Ff. Ames the Winter term. Both 
were efficient and successful teachers. 


No. 11.—The Summer School was taught by Miss Cor- 
nelia A. Hodskins, and although this was her first effort 
at teaching, she succeeded very well. Miss Mary L. Wat- 
kins had the care of the Winter term, and sustained fully 
her reputation as a good teacher. 


No. 12.— Miss Carrie O. Mason taught this school in Sum- 
mer very successfully. For the Winter term Mr. Charles 
A. Fiske, a graduate of Dartmouth College, was employed. 
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He was a teacher of considerable experience, and appeared 
in every way competent to manage a school successfully. 
At our first visit we regarded the prospect for the term as 
flattering. During the term we were in a short time, and 
saw nothing to condemn, though we heard that some scholars 
had left, as was said, because he could not teach them. If 
this was so, considering the rank of Mr. Fiske as a scholar, 
their attainments must be very great. At the end of ten 
weeks he returned his Register, saying that he had left the 
school, as he could not and would not remain longer to be 
treated as he had been. We did not likes this manner of 
closing up, and advised him to return and let the matter be 
investigated so as to show where the fault was. As he 
would not consent to this, we cannot say who was most 
blamable; but it is our honest opinion that if all parties . 
had done what they could to sustain the teacher, they would 
have had a good school. 


od 

No. 13.—Summer term, Miss Irena Wellington, teacher. 
This school was well taught, and made good advancement ; 
but from some cause there were too many instances of tar- 
diness. Mr. D. W. Gilbert taught the Winter term. Some 
persons complained that the teacher was inefficient, but we 
cannot understand how they came to that conclusion, as, 
according to the Register, they had not visited the school. 
We think Mr. Gilbert took much interest in his work, and 
succeeded well. He might have exercised more energy with 
profit; but the deportment of the scholars was fair, and 
their recitations in some branches remarkably good. ‘The 
same want of interest and punctuality on the part of the — 
scholars existed as in the previous term, shown by the large 
number of tardinesses and absences. A reform is needed 
in this respect. 


No. 14.—This school, under the care of Miss M. J. 
Kingsbury during the Summer term, and Miss KH. A. Kings- 
bury this Winter, has made good progress; and merits a 
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more active interest in its welfare, than has been shown by 
the public; and with perhaps one exception, all the schol- 
ars have exerted themselves, and their recitations, and ex- 
aminations, prove the care which has been taken, by both 
-the scholars and the teachers, with their studies. 


GENERAL REMARKS. i 


During the past year the Committee have introduced but 
one new book into the schools——Weld and Quackenbos’ 
English Grammar, for which there seemed to be a pressing 
need. Not that there were not grammars enough before ; 
but because this one seemed to embrace within its few pag- 
es more which was plain and practical than any other, while 
it could be more easily adapted to others now in use than 
Greene’s Analysis, which requires almost a new start to 
study it with advantage. This book was introduced on fa- 
vorable terms, and all others could be exchanged by paying 
a small price in addition. The rule adopted by the Com- 
mittee was that all purchasing new grammars should buy 
this one only. 

It is our desire to call the attention of the parents, pu- 
pils and teachers also, to the tables which have been made 
out regarding the schools, and two things in particular, 
seem to us to claim not only their attention but their earn- 
est and united co-operation that in future there may be less 
cause for complaint in these particulars. 

These are the two lines giving the absences and _ tardi- 
nesses, in the various schools, for both terms, Summer and 
Winter, and curiosity has led us to make a few deductions 
from these figures. We find that during the Summer 
months, the whole number of scholars in all the districts _ 
except District number 1, was 215; the whole number of 
absences, 2,357, and of tardinesses, 477; giving an average 
of nearly 11 absences and 2 cases of tardiness per scholar. 
During the Winter months the number of scholars was 
300, absences 3,997, and tardinesses 767, or an average of 
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132 and 2} for absence and tardiness respectively. | ‘The av- 
erage of tardiness seems nearly the same in Winter as in 
Summer, while the average absence seems greater, and were 
it so, the illness in some of our schools this past Winter, 
would seem to be a good and sufficient cause. but unfor- 
- tunately for this plausible excuse, the facts do not prove it. 

If we deduct the number of scholars neither tardy nor 
absent from the whole number, the average absence and 
tardiness in both Summer and Winter are almost the same, 
being only the diflerence of a fractional part of one, the ab- 
sences giving an average of about 144 in each term, and 
the tardinesses giving an average of nearly 5. While if 
we take the average for the whole number of scholars for 
the whole year, we should find that about four from each 
school were each day absent. 

This would seem to be reason enough for almost any 
want of improvement in the schools; still in spite of these 
drawbacks they have improved, and it only shows how 
much more might be accomplished with a more constant 
attendance. This is not said with any spirit of fault-find- 
ing, but to endeavor if possible to impress upon the minds 
of all interested, the importance of a constant and punctu- 
al attendance on the part of scholars; a habit of prompt- 
ness which if now developed will become a part of their 
nature and enter into every future act of their lives, Pa- 
rents should strive to help the teachers of. their schools by 
never allowing anything to interfere with the constant at- 
tendance of their children at their schools, and try to arouse 
that pride in them which tends towards punctuality. A 
comparatively poor teacher well seconded, ‘will succeed, 
while the best, if hampered, if they do not fail, will at bind 
“rate fall far short of their standard of success. 


A school is not unlike a piece of machinery, and the suc- 
cessful working of the machine depends upon its being 
kept in proper working order, and the absence of any of 
the component parts detracts from its efhiciency. This we 
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think must appear evident to all, and we trust that no ef- 
fort will be spared to enable our schoolg to move on unin-. 
terruptedly, quietly, and with the best possible order, and 
punctuality in all respects ; and to obtain these results no 
one thing seems more necessary, than that the parents should 
aid the teachers, and endeavor to smooth away the many 
trials and perplexities which lie in the paths of even the 
best teachers, in the best of schools. 


J. M. STOW, 
J. WM. KNIGHT, 
HENRY G. WHEELOCK. 
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SCHOOL REPORT DISTRICT NO. 1. 


PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


The Spring term was taught by Miss Annah D. Smith, 
who lad conducted the school successfully during the pre- 
vious year. ‘'he school appeared well, and we were en- 
tirely satisfied with the manner in which it was managed. 
Good advaneement was made. 

Miss Abbie P. Blake was engaged for the second term, 
and proved to be the right teacher, in the right place. It 
was a highly successful school. Never have we been bet- 
ter pleased with its appearance. 

For the Winter Miss 8. H. Cilley was employed. She 
conducted the school in a mild and pleasant manner, and 
in most respects successfully. There seemed to be a want 
of system and energy in some things, but at the close the - 
scholars behaved with ‘propriety, and recited well. Much 
attention has been given to physical exercise in this school 
by all the teachers, and we think very profitably. 


INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Miss Rosette H. Rust taught during the first term with 
her usual fidelity and success. For the next term Mrs. 
Howard, a lady of excellent character.and education, was 
employed. She tried to do well in school, but she seemed 
to be wanting in ability to maintain proper discipline, and 
to reduce the school to a thorough system. Considerable 
progress was made by some of the classés, yet the school 
was not all we could have wished. 

The Winter term was under the care of Miss Blake, who 
_ exercised a more rigid authority and succeeded well. ‘The 
deportment of the scholars, in general, was good, and the 
advancement satisfactory. The general exercises which 
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this teacher introduced into her schools, we think a very 
pleasant and profitable feature. Scholars can be taught 
many important things which are not in the books. 


‘ HIGH SCHOOL. 


In the Spring there was no school-in this department, 
and some of the younger scholars were allowed to attend 
the Intermediate School. | 3 

For the other two terms, Mr. A. 'T. Howard, a eraduate 
of Dartmouth College, was employed. He ptoved. to be a 
thorough and efficient teacher. The school was much 
larger than usual, and we think has never made better pro- 
gress in the various branches taught. Yet we'are constrain- 
ed to say that we think Mr. Howard needs to cultivate 
more suavity of manners, and to be more chaste and guard- 
ed in his expressions before his scholars, in order to be as 
successful as he is capable of being. Lacking in these qual- 
ities, he did not gain the respect of his pupils as he would 
have done otherwise. 

During the last term Mrs. Howard assisted him a part of 
the time. She is well adapted to such a situation, and add; 
ed much to the profit of the school. 

One obstacle to the progress of the schools the past year 
has been the frequent changes of teachers. Yet the attend- 
ance has been good, compared with previous years; a good 
degree of interest manifested by parents and scholars, and 
we think. good return has been made for the outlay in 
maintaining these schools. 

We must protest again, against the culpable negligence 
in making out:the registers. Only two out of nine used 
in this. district wete filled up properly, and from some of 
them it was difficult to get the real facts in regard to the 
schools. Let teachers read and keep in mind the law on 


this subject. J, M. STOW, 
J. WM. KNIGHT, 
HENRY G. WHEELOCK. 
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